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ANLA and OFA Partner on Legislative Event Series
ANLA & OFA Local: Insight. Onsite. In your backyard.
Washington, D.C.— All politics are local. So are a series of grassroots education events being hosted this September by the American Nursery and Landscape Association (ANLA) and OFA - The Association of Horticulture Professionals. “The debt ceiling debate was just the beginning,” says ANLA President Bob Lyons, Sunleaf Nursery (OH).  “Tax increases and spending cuts will be hotly debated throughout the 2012 elections and beyond.” OFA President Mike McCabe, McCabe’s Greenhouse and Floral (IN) adds, “We are also seeing unprecedented regulatory pressure on a legal immigrant workforce and the environmental front. This is a critical time for the industry to be well-informed and actively involved.”

Three one-day events are taking place in Connecticut, Michigan and New Jersey allowing easy access by car. OFA CEO Michael Geary will join ANLA executive vice president Bob Dolibois, vice president of government relations Craig Regelbrugge, and director of research Marc Teffeau for a briefing on key legislative and regulatory issues facing the industry right now. Kip Creel, President of StandPoint, will present new research on what America’s population demographics mean to the future of the green industry and our prospects for economic recovery.

Each event will also include greenhouse and nursery tours and a casual barbecue in the evening. “Come as you are,” says Greg Schaan, CEO of the Connecticut event host site, Imperial Nurseries. 
-- more --

“This is a chance for industry leaders in each area to spend a day together touring, swapping notes, learning about the serious challenges facing our business, all over a burger and refreshments.”

The three events are scheduled for:

· September 7, 2011 – Imperial Nurseries in Granby, Connecticut 

· September 19, 2011 – Spring Meadow Nursery Inc. in Grand Haven, Michigan
· NEW DATE: September 28, 2011 – Overdevest Nurseries in Bridgeton, New Jersey 
For more information visit: http://bit.ly/anlaofalocal or contact Stephanie Stockton at sstockton@anla.org.

###
ANLA, a Washington, DC-based trade association, represents green industry business professionals seeking market leadership through advocacy with our nation’s government, a community of industry innovators and experts, and unique, profitability-focused programming, products and services.  Through the Lighthouse Program, a partnership with green industry state and regional associations, ANLA represents more than 22,000 businesses before Congress and to the White House.

OFA – The Association of Horticulture Professionals is the leading horticulture educational association in the United States. It is a non-profit, all-industry, educational organization and its core purpose/mission is “to support and advance professional horticulture.” Industry segments served include: garden centers, greenhouses, nurseries, retail and wholesale florists, and interior plantscapers. OFA is especially known for its outstanding publications and its annual OFA Short Course, U.S. horticulture’s premier convention and marketplace. The next Short Course will take place on July 14-17, 2012 in Columbus, Ohio USA. 
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