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2009 OFA Short Course

Make It Your Business To Attend

Are you looking for way to increase your business’ profitability, productivity, and effectiveness? Then Make It Your Business to attend the 2009 OFA Short Course. New speakers, more networking, and an exhibit area with everything you need for your business – these are just a few of the exciting things available to you at this year’s OFA Short Course. So join us July 11-14 in Columbus, Ohio, where the industry meets to find solutions to today’s business challenges.

The approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees that will fill the trade show floor and session halls of the 2009 OFA Short Course are the best and brightest the industry has to offer. You’ll have an opportunity to connect like never before, whether in panel discussions, hallway conversations, or after-hours networking events. This is the place real business is done and knowledge is gained, so make it your business to be there too!

Worth The Investment

Whether you have never attended the OFA Short Course or you are a regular patron, you can’t afford to miss this year’s event. There will be the 500-plus exhibitors in 1,500 booth spaces and 130 educational sessions you have come to expect as well as abundant networking opportunities … all with a focus on giving you the information, advice, tips, and resources to improve your business.

In this economic climate, you can’t just afford to travel because you always have or to visit with old friends. You have to be certain that the time and money you spend will give a return, and the OFA Short Course has always delivered. Past attendees have taken ideas home they can implement immediately, next year, and over the life of a business. 

The OFA Short Course will showcase everything from the smallest grain of fertilizer to the largest structures. If you are looking for new products, the latest production or retail ideas, marketing methods, ways to motivate your employees, or how to track your income, there will be a session, exhibitor, or peer that can help you out. All this knowledge, plus the open forum for sharing it … that’s what will make attending the OFA Short Course worth the investment.

New At The Short Course

In addition to offering the education, trade show, and networking opportunities that the OFA Short Course has become famous for, there are several new attractions this year that give even more reason to attend.

Map Your Show: Make the most of your OFA Short Course experience by investing in some advanced planning with the new “Map Your Show” feature. Find the vendors you want to visit, see what products are available on the exhibit floor, and plan your trade show route before you event get to Columbus. Plus, you can pick the sessions, events, and other activities you want to attend to finalize your personal OFA Short Course agenda … all at www.ofa.org. 

Keynote Presentation: Back by popular demand! It’s been several years since the OFA Short Course has had a keynote presentation. But because this session is so important, we knew that everyone must hear it. Fred Kirshenmann of the Leopold Center for Sustainability will address “Future Challenges and Opportunities in Our Food and Agriculture Enterprises.” Learn how today’s challenges present us with unprecedented opportunities to develop new markets. A revolution is already underway and opportunities await those who anticipate the direction the market is going and get a head start. 

Improved Hotel System: We’ve listened to your concerns about the hotel reservation system. As a result, we have developed an easy, one-stop shopping process to ensure that only those committed to attending the OFA Short Course are booking hotel rooms. You will first register your staff for the event, and then be given an immediate opportunity to make any necessary hotel reservations for those people. The new and improved system is designed to allow you to register several staff at once for the OFA Short Course and then get the hotel rooms you need.

Enhanced Merchandising ShowCase: This year’s concourse display will be highlighted by an improved Merchandising ShowCase that will be more interactive, featuring displays with ideas attendees can take home and use right away. Two educational sessions will be directly tied to the Merchandising ShowCase and will involve some hands-on activities. And the competition heats up with the first-ever merchandising contest.

The OFA Short Course will attract approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees from around the world to take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event. Make It Your Business to attend the 2009 OFA Short Course July 11-14 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.

For additional information on the OFA Short Course, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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