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2009 OFA Short Course

Interiorscape Program Expands

The 2nd Annual Interiorscape Expo is the place to be for plantscapers, with all the latest information about new products, techniques, and practices. Unlike any other interior experience, this year’s seminars are custom designed for the progressive plantscape professional – both owner/manager and technician. During two days of education, 10 seminars, an industry-specific exhibit area, and a networking lunch and reception, the Interiorscape Expo will help you stay ahead of the plantscaping curve.

Session Highlights

Sunday afternoon’s sessions are geared toward management with topics such as “Greening Your ‘Green’ Business,” “Finding & Keeping Your Best Employees,” and “Chunks & Boing Boings: A Sparkling Holiday.” Time will be provided after each session, as well as throughout the day on Monday, for attendees to visit expo vendors. 

Monday features a full day of education geared toward technicians. Topics include new plants, treating diseases and pests, nutrient disorders, and planned pruning. Attendees will have ample time during the day for networking with peers and industry experts: Monday’s activities include a lunch with vendors and an interiorscape reception.
PLANET Certification

In addition to learning all the latest trends and techniques, PLANET Certified professionals attending the educational sessions at the OFA Short Course can earn one CEU per hour of instruction. CEUs are not awarded for attending the trade show only. For more information about what qualifies as a continuing education unit through PLANET, visit www.landcarenetwork.org/cms/certification. 
Throughout the four days for the 2009 OFA Short Course, there will be many exciting events for independent garden centers, growers, florists, interior plantscapers, and landscapers. The following key events will be open to all registered attendees:

· All-Industry Trade Show: More than 550 companies in 1,500 exhibit spaces will be showcasing everything you need for your business, including the latest innovations in plant material, equipment, products and services.

· Keynote Address: Returning after a several-year absence, the keynote address is a must-attend event with Fred Kirschenmann of the Leopold Center for Sustainability speaking on “Future Challenges and Opportunities in our Food and Agriculture Enterprises.”

· See the Latest Trends: The New Product and New Variety Displays will highlight some of the best new introductions in plant material and hardgoods, while Project: Green Industry will provide suggestions on eco-friendly products. 

· Merchandising ShowCase: The Retail Experience continues with a hands-on Merchandising ShowCase that includes more interactive displays with ideas attendees can take home and use right away.
The OFA Short Course will attract approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees from around the world to take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event. Make It Your Business to attend the 2009 OFA Short Course July 11-14 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.

For additional information on the interiorscape program, other sessions, and general Short Course activities, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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