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OFA Alex Laurie Award Winners Announced

Jonathan Franz, USDA ARS; Paul Nelson, North Carolina State University; and Matthew Taylor, Longwood Gardens were named recipients of the OFA Alex Laurie Award on July 11, 2009 during the OFA Short Course.

The Alex Laurie Award is presented by OFA to the author(s) of the most outstanding floriculture research paper published in HortScience of the Journal of the American Society for Horticultural Science during a calendar year.

“Substrate Acidification by Geranium: Temperature Effects” & “Substrate Acidification by Geranium: Light Effects and Phosphorus Uptake.” Matthew D. Taylor, Paul V. Nelson, and Jonathan M. Frantz. 2008. Journal of the American Society for Horticultural Science, July 2008, Volume 133, Issue 4. pgs 508-514, and 515-520

The winning papers, published in the July, 2008 issue of HortScience, are entitled “Substrate Acidification by Geranium: Temperature Effects;” and “Substrate Acidification by Geranium: Light Effects and Phosphorus Uptake. These two papers examined the effects of temperature, light, and phosphorus content on geranium and the development of sudden pH decline of the growing media. The authors found that high temperatures and phosphorus deficiency can cause geraniums to rapidly (within one or two weeks) acidify the media. They also found that high light levels can suppress phosphorus uptake triggering a rapid drop in the media pH.

During OFA’s awards presentations on Saturday, the winners were announced. Each researcher receives an honorarium and an invitation to participate in the 2010 OFA Short Course program.

This award was established in honor of the late Alex Laurie (1892-1982), renowned floriculture teacher and researcher at The Ohio State University and founder of the Ohio Florists’ Association (now OFA – an Association of Horticulture Professionals).
Jonathan Franz is a research scientist at USDA ARS, in Toledo, Ohio. 
Paul Nelson is a Professor Emeritus at North Carolina State University, in Raleigh, North Carolina.
Matthew Taylor is a research horticulturist at Longwood Gardens in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania.

For additional information, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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