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OFA Short Course Triumphs Again

The 2008 OFA Short Course, sponsored by OFA – an Association of Floriculture Professionals, concluded on Tuesday, July 15 amid positive feedback from both attendees and exhibitors. Under the moniker “Get Connected,” U.S. floriculture’s premiere event did prove the perfect venue for connecting with business solutions, new products, industry peers, and cutting-edge education. 

Held in Columbus, Ohio, July 12-15, the 2008 Short Course attracted approximately 10,000 floriculture professionals from across the United States and around the world to shop the 1,500-booth trade show, learn new techniques during more than 130 educational sessions, and take advantage of numerous networking opportunities.

With a better ratio of attendees to exhibitors, a “highly motivated” attitude, and representatives from many of the industry’s leading companies, many attendees considered this the best event yet!

New At the Short Course

The 2008 OFA Short Course offered a number of new attractions that were extremely popular with first-time attendees and seasoned veterans. 

Sustainability. With five educational sessions, the Town Hall Meeting, and a product area devoted to sustainability, this popular trend was a major new focus this year. Similar to the New Products area, the Project: Green Industry Showcase featured products considered to be eco-friendly. With so much interest in sustainability and transitioning to more ecologically friendly production and business practices, all of the sustainability features were a big draw.
Merchandising Display. With everything from packaging ideas to sample displays to interesting new products, the merchandising display area inspired both retailers and growers. All of the displays, sponsored by individual exhibitors, focused on display and merchandising ideas with a proven ability to increase sales. This interactive section allowed attendees a hands-on look at some of the latest tips and trends.

Community Support. For years OFA has been supporting local charities by donating the plant material used to decorate the convention hall and in florist workshops. This year, the program was expanded, and thousands of plants were sent to local hospitals and nursing homes, Habitat for Humanity, Ronald McDonald House, and area universities.

Partnering with ANLA

Following the trend for a more holistic view of the industry, this year, Short Course played host to the American Nursery and Landscape Association’s (ANLA) Annual Conference. ANLA leaders arrived before the official beginning of Short Course for their 3-day meeting and then joined OFA in educational sessions and on the trade show floor. 

Focus on Education

For greenhouse growers, four days of education kicked off Saturday morning with an in-depth tour of two of the area’s leading facilities. For those wanting to stay closer to the convention center, The Floriculture College of Knowledge, a Michigan State University program, offered Track II as well as four grower-focused workshops: Container Workshop at OSU, Nutritional Diagnostics Live, and Lean Workshops Part 1 and 2.

The garden center sessions began with a tour on Saturday, July 12. This year’s tour visited Cahoon Nursery, Westlake, Ohio; Garden Village, North Ridgeville, Ohio; Pandy’s Garden Center, Elyria, Ohio; and Petitti Garden Center, Avon, Ohio. 

Over the next several days, retailers were treated to a full educational track covering topics such as consumer trends, customer loyalty, running a profitable business, and selling in small spaces. And back by popular demand, Sunday evening’s Retailer Idea Exchange was a big success with a packed house.

The Florist presence could be felt and seen throughout the convention center, with constantly updated examples of workshop samples and design contest entries. The winner of this year’s Florist Design Contest was Mary Linda Horn, AAF, AIFD, OCF, PFCI.
Interior plantscape professionals were treated to a new event with the first annual Interiorscape Expo. Unlike any other interior experience, this year’s seminars were designed for the progressive plantscape professional and held in an interactive format that concluded with a reception and tailored exhibits.
A Plethora of Events

The 2008 OFA Short Course wasn’t all education and business. Attendees had a myriad of opportunities to interact with peers and industry leaders in a more relaxed setting.

At the opening session on Saturday, July 12, attendees not only witnessed an array of awards presented to some of the industry’s best and brightest, they were also treated to a session of “Consumer Buzz Live!” In an unrehearsed, off-the-cuff discussion of consumer trends, views, and needs, editors from leading consumer publications helped the industry identify key areas and opportunities for expanding business. 

Continuing in the tradition of friendly competition started more than eight years ago, attendees had the opportunity to take part in the Dramm 5k Relay, Deglas Chuck-A-Puck, and D.S. Cole Hockey. Held throughout the four days of the show, these events gave attendees an opportunity to get away from the hustle of the show to compete for a good cause, with all proceeds going to support America in Bloom. This year’s events raised more than $42,000.
On Monday, July 14, what for many attendees is the show’s final evening, “Unplugged” offered a place for young (and young at heart) industry professionals to come together with people their own age to discuss industry events, the past few days, and ideas for the future. Held in a new, more central location, this year’s “Unplugged” attracted nearly 300 attendees.

With nearly 20,000 stakeholders from countries around the globe, OFA serves floriculture professionals across nations. The OFA Short Course attracts exhibitors and visitors from around the world each July. Floriculture industry leaders take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event in a multitude of ways. The 2009 OFA Short Course will be held July 11-14 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.
For additional information, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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