[image: image1.png]™

an Association fll of Floriculture Professionals




OFA


2130 Stella Court


Columbus, OH 43215


614-487-1117 • Fax: 614-487-1216


ofa@ofa.org • www.ofa.org


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


August 7, 2008

Laura A. Kunkle


OFA Communications

OFA Recognizes Three as Ohio Certified Florists
OFA – an Association of Floriculture Professionals congratulates Beth Mills, Carlisle Flower Cart Inc, Carlisle, Ohio; Lorraine Miheli, Floral Garden Florist, Mansfield, Ohio; and Jennifer Cummins, Beautiful Blooms by Jen, Toledo, Ohio, for passing the Ohio Certified Florist (OCF) test.

A self-study certification program, the OCF program provides recognition for a standardized, professional level of knowledge and expertise in the retail florist industry. There are currently 20 
Ohio Certified Florists. 
To become an Ohio Certified Florist, individuals must pass both the written and hands-on portions of an exam. The written portion topics include: product identification, care and handling, floral design, display and visual merchandising, and sales and customer service. Participants must demonstrate the practical application of their knowledge by designing three arrangements.

Graduates of the OCF program receive recognition from their industry peers, a certificate, and a lapel pin. The OCF designation is a three-year award renewable with continuing education credits.

For more details about registering for the program and testing, visit www.ofa.org (under the 
Education tab).

OFA is an all-industry, educational organization with more than 2,500 members representing the United States and 25 countries. OFA is a leader in educating professionals in all areas of the floriculture industry. Each year, OFA sponsors the OFA Short Course, U.S. floriculture’s premier educational and trade show event. For more information, contact OFA at 614-487-1117 or visit www.ofa.org. 
# # #
Press Release








