[image: image1.wmf]
OFA


2130 Stella Court


Columbus, OH 43215

614-487-1117 • Fax: 614-487-1216


ofa@ofa.org • www.ofa.org


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


March 24, 2008


Laura A. Kunkle


OFA Communications

2008 OFA Short Course: 

All-Day Track Targets Interior Plantscapers

Targeting the full range of interior plantscape professionals, from business owners to technicians, Saturday’s interior plantscape track will offer something for everyone. This focused track at the 2008 OFA Short Course, held July 12-15 in Columbus, Ohio, will offer practical advice on everything from customer service to trendy plants to succeeding in today’s competitive environment.

MJ Gilhooley sets the tone for a busy day with a 30-minute session on setting your company apart with customer service instead of just technical knowledge.

Through a combination of hands-on experience and lecture, “Got Plant Problems?” will help attendees identify and learn how to treat and prevent common disorders of tropical foliage plants, including nutritional disease, insect and physiological disorders – all with a special focus on interiorscape situations.

Here’s your chance to ask the growers everything you wanted to know about their product and how to make it perform better. In the one-hour session “Plants Not Performing? Who’s To Blame?” representatives from several Florida growers and regional interiorscape companies will discuss recent improvements to growing facilities and answer your questions about a perception that plants don’t perform as well as they did 10 years ago.

Other sessions rounding out the interior plantscape track include “G-Forces at Work – Exploring Generations in the Workforce,” “Exteriors – From Containers to Streetscapes,” “Hawaiian Tropicals: Say Aloha and Get an (Orchid) Lei,” and “Gnats! The Final Resolution.”

Capping off a long day of education will be a chance to network and socialize with fellow industry professionals at the first annual Interiorscape Expo and Reception. For once, you’ll be able to fill your desire for new products and services with displays targeted specifically toward you and your needs! A few hours of relaxation will be the perfect preparation for Sunday’s PLANET exams or a busy day at the trade show.

If you’ve been slow to learn about one of the hottest topics in floriculture, here’s your chance. The special track at this year’s OFA Short Course is on Sustainability. With six sessions this education track will cover everything you need to know to get up to date. From how to become certified to methods for implementing sustainable practices to how to market your sustainable products, this all-day track will provide the in-depth information you need to know, including a detailed account of the proposed ANSI Sustainable Draft Standard. 
More information about these and other interior plantscape sessions offered at this year’s OFA Short Course is available at www.ofa.org.

The OFA Short Course will attract approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees from around the world to take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event. Learn, Grow, and Connect at the 2008 OFA Short Course July 12-15 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.

For additional information, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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