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2008 OFA Short Course: 

See It All On The Grower Tour

When the annual OFA Short Course Grower Tour hits the road Saturday, July 12, attendees will be able to experience nearly all facets of the green industry in just two stops: young plant production, finish production, nursery production, and retail. 

The tour will begin at Possum Run Greenhouses and end at Willoway Nurseries. This year, the tour contains just two stops to give attendees adequate time to explore each of these multi-faceted facilities.

Possum Run Greenhouses in Bellville, Ohio, has long been recognized as an industry leader. Through a combination of strong business sense and industry activism, owners Justin and Lynn Marotta have grown this operation into a regional powerhouse that is a great first-stop for the grower tour. 

In operation for more than 30 years, Possum Run is a fully integrated business with young plant propagation, finish production, and a world-class retail facility. Attendees will be able to learn some of the production secrets that have made this company a success as well as tour what is widely recognized as one of the best garden centers in the United States. Housed in a century-old barn and surrounded by an amazing waterfall, Possum Run’s garden center offers a full selection of high-quality plants, home décor, garden gifts and collectibles.

Attendees will spend the afternoon at Willoway Nurseries, Inc., with locations in Avon and Huron, Ohio. One of the largest wholesale growers of nursery stock, Willoway has more than 800 acres in production of ornamental trees, shrubs, ground covers, perennials, and seasonal color. 

Beyond learning the details of growing such a range of products, attendees will see some of the latest in greenhouse technology. A new 5-acre, state-of-the-art glass greenhouse range has open-roof construction, flood floors, watering booms, a Boomerang hanging basket system, shade and energy curtains, and an automatic environmental control system. Additionally, Willoway has recently constructed a 31,000-square-foot production barn that contains a robotic transplanter, an automated canning machine and cutting line, and an automated soil mixing line. But the highlight of this stop might be the biomass boiler, which is currently burning wood waste and has saved 70 percent in fuel costs.

The grower tour is perfectly complemented by four days of educational sessions in a grower-focused track. More information about this and other industry tours as well as the full educational program offered during this year’s OFA Short Course is available at www.ofa.org.

The OFA Short Course will attract approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees from around the world to take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event. Learn, Grow, and Connect at the 2008 OFA Short Course July 12-15 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.

For additional information, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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