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2008 OFA Short Course: 

Grower Program Features Best Of The Best

The 2008 OFA Short Course grower track features the best of the best in both topics and speakers. Covering a complete range of ideas to help growers succeed and thrive in today’s competitive environment, the grower track is only one of the six targeted educational tracks at this year’s OFA Short Course, held July 12-15 in Columbus, Ohio.

The grower program kicks off with an all-day Greenhouse Tour on Saturday, July 12 that will visit two of Ohio’s leading greenhouse businesses: Possum Run Greenhouses and Willoway Nursery. Within just these two sites, attendees will experience nearly all aspects of the green industry. Possum Run features a wholesale growing operation for both young plants and finished plants, as well as a new retail operation. Willoway is known as a producer of nursery stock and finished nursery material but also features a state-of-the-art greenhouse range for color production.

If you’ve been slow to learn about one of the hottest topics in floriculture, here’s your chance. The special track at this year’s OFA Short Course is on Sustainability. With six sessions these educational sessions will cover everything you need to know to get up to date. From how to become certified to methods for implementing sustainable practices to how to market your sustainable products, this all-day track will provide the in-depth information you need to know, including a detailed account of the proposed ANSI Sustainable Draft Standard. 

Featuring two of the most knowledgeable and innovative plant people in the industry (Candy Traven and Rita Randolph), the OSU Container Workshop will not only let you see but also feel, touch, and personally practice putting together winning plant combinations. Learn how create mixed containers that are colorful, stylish, and command a higher price point. This hands-on workshop, held Saturday, July 12, will let you experiment with texture, foliage, color, and flowers.

Spurred by years of success, the Grower Town Meeting is back for another year. This year’s topic, The Business and Business Sense of Sustainability will set the stage for Monday’s sustainability sessions by reviewing the successes and challenges faced by fellow growers and industry experts. Don’t miss this open and honest discussion of one of the industry’s most pressing issues. 
Using a combination of lecture and hands-on activities, Nutritional Diagnostics Live will help you finally solve those nutritional problems that have evaded diagnosis. This half-day seminar, held Saturday morning, July 12 will include presentations by academic researchers as well as industry representatives. To help with at-home diagnosis, participants will receive a copy of Nutrient Deficiencies in Bedding Plants.

Other workshops include two days of Michigan State University’s College of Knowledge: Track II and an all-day Lean Workshop.

Additional general sessions will be offered Saturday through Tuesday. Various academic and grower speakers will share their experience and expertise on such topics as:

· Insecticide and Pesticide Trials

· Energy-Efficient Growing Practices

· Pesticide Resistance

· New Research On Annuals

· Targeted Crop Culture

· Controlling Shrink

· Communicating with Latino Workers

· Growing For Landscapers

· Fertilizer Formulas

· Possibilities With Perennials

· New Florel Applications

· Understanding Light and Temperature

· The Importance of Water Quality

· Know and Control: Root Rots, Mites, Aphids, and Fungus Gnats

· Water Management

· Increasing Sell Through At Retail
More information about these and other grower sessions offered at this year’s OFA Short Course is available at www.ofa.org.

The OFA Short Course will attract approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees from around the world to take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event. Learn, Grow, and Connect at the 2008 OFA Short Course July 12-15 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.

For additional information, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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