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2008 OFA Short Course: 

Garden Center Tour Provides Useable Ideas

Always new and exciting the 2008 OFA Short Course Garden Center Tour will be no exception! Scheduled for July 12, the all-day tour will visit four of Northeast Ohio’s most innovative garden centers, and attendees are sure to come away with merchandising, product, and operational ideas they can take home and put to work.

The first stop of the day will be Cahoon Nursery in Westlake, Ohio. It encompasses 2 acres of selling space, with a focus on hard-to-find plant material – especially trees, evergreens, and flowering shrubs – and an unusual hard good selection. A very traditional garden center, Cahoon is known for its knowledgeable and professional staff and quality products.
Like many grower-retailer operations, Garden Village in North Ridgeville, Ohio, produces 95 percent of the plants sold in its retail operation. While the growing operation has been in business for more than 60 years, the company transformed 30 years ago into its current form. This stop will be a great case study on how a small company can succeed by developing niche markets and offering the best quality at a fair price.
From a former life as a 3-car garage, Pandy’s Garden Center in Elyria, Ohio, is now a 14-acre full-service lawn and garden center. Pandy’s is known for its lifestyle displays and outdoor gardens (including an outdoor kitchen), but other “can’t miss” features are the above ground pot-in-pot growing system for trees, aquatic center, landscape design and install service, and newly added bird and nature center.
Truly a sight to behold, the garden center tour will end a full day with a stop at Petitti Garden Center in Avon, Ohio. Opened in 2007, this 14-acre facility features a 420-foot-long cathedral-style Thermoflor main avenue that is the first of its kind in the United States and a glass atrium front façade. This merchandising showplace has 250,000 square feet of shopping space for perennials, annuals, pottery, and statuary seasonal displays that are updated weekly. 

The garden center tour is perfectly complemented by four days of educational sessions in a garden center-focused track. More information about this and other industry tours as well as the full educational program offered during this year’s OFA Short Course is available at www.ofa.org.

The OFA Short Course will attract approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees from around the world to take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event. Learn, Grow, and Connect at the 2008 OFA Short Course July 12-15 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.

For additional information, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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