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2008 OFA Short Course: 

Florist Track Offers Hands-On and Educational Value

Offering a combination of hands-on workshops, design shows, and educational sessions, the florist track at the 2008 OFA Short Course, held July 12-15 in Columbus, Ohio, will provide the perfect combination of information to help retail florists succeed.

The 2008 Florist Track features two hands-on workshops that will improve skills and generate design ideas while earning OCF continuing education units (five per workshop).

“Basics and Beyond of Corsages,” held on Saturday, July 12, will cover the basics of designing traditional corsages as well as explore new ideas for using flowers on the body. The mechanics will include both wiring and gluing techniques.

In Sunday’s workshop, “The Basics & Beyond,” attendees will learn the principles of basic foundation and the elements of design. Elemental concepts like balance and harmony as well as mechanical techniques such as wiring and taping will be the focus of the all-day workshop. This hands-on workshop is for the floral designer who wants to learn the structural composition of an arrangement from the vase up.

Always an event highlight for both florists and general attendees, the OFA Short Course Design Contest, held Sunday morning July 13, is not only an opportunity to pit your skills and knowledge against your peers from around the country, it’s also a great place to get design ideas.

Designers can enter one or all of the categories in this year’s competition: Connect. Prizes will be awarded to the top three designers in each category. The five individuals with the highest cumulative points from all three categories will advance to the Design Contest Design-Off, which will be Sunday afternoon. One individual will be named “Designer of the Year” and will receive a $400 prize and the opportunity to compete in the National Alliance of Floral Association’s Designer of the Year Contest.
More information about these and other florist sessions offered at this year’s OFA Short Course is available at www.ofa.org.

The OFA Short Course will attract approximately 10,000 exhibitors and attendees from around the world to take advantage of this premier educational and trade show event. Learn, Grow, and Connect at the 2008 OFA Short Course July 12-15 at the Greater Columbus Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio.

For additional information, contact OFA at 2130 Stella Court, Columbus, Ohio USA 43215-1033. Phone: 614-487-1117; fax: 614-487-1216; e-mail: ofa@ofa.org; online: www.ofa.org.
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